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ECQA (European Certification and Qualification Association, not for profit) has established Europe wide procedures for online skills assessment, online training, exams generated from European test question pools, and exams. So far more than 6600 managers were certified in Europe and more than 10000 attended training courses.

ECQA set up a pool for job roles which drive innovation and represent core competencies in which the industry is expected to focus in the next years. So far about 27 such job roles with competencies have been integrated into the pool.

In this workshop we plan to discuss the skills and core competencies of three selected key professions, and to obtain feedback from the audience in general  on these core competencies. The workshop results will be documented and will be an input to the European job role committees in ECQA. 

http://www.ecqa.org 

Target Group

The target group comprises managers and researchers who deal with ICT innovation and change management in organisations and who are involved in human skills / resource strategies. From the pool of 27 job roles we selected the following to be discussed in the workshop:

ECQA Certified Valorisation Manager

Contents to be discussed
+ Towards a European School of Innovation and Improvement (Richard Messnarz) 
· ECQA and packaging of knowledge using European qualification standards
· EuroSPI as a think tank
· Cluster of training institutes across Europe working on same skill card
· World-wide active body with influence on USA, Canada, Russia, etc.  
+ ECQA Certified Valorisation Manager (Dr Kerstin Siakas)
· Problems of Valorisation in Europe 
· Skill Card and required competencies
· Future valorisation competencies rollout with certification




Workshop Plan

	Workshop Day  7.2.2013
	From
	To

	Welcome   by ????
	14.00
	14.15

	Introduction: ICT Capabilities regarding ICT innovations by Marja Naaranoja
	14.15
	15.00

	ECQA: The Idea of a European School of Innovation and Improvement by Richard Messnarz 
	
	

	Coffee Break
	15.45
	16.15

	ECQA Certified Valorisation Manager by Kerstin Siakas
	16.15
	17.00

	Overall WS Summary and discussion
	17.00
	17.15



Speakers:
Marja Naaranoja
???
Dr. Richard Messnarz 
Dr Richard Messnarz has 22 years industry experience and is the chairman of EuroSPI, the coordinator of the EU Certified Innovation manager, the coordinator of the European Qualification Network, the moderator of task forces of 24 leading German companies, the editor of 7 books (IEEE, Wiley, Springer) on process improvement, the coordinator of the ECQA Certified Functional Safety manager (2011- 2012), and the director of ISCN since 1997. He is a principal ISO 15504 assessor working for firms like ZF Friedrichshafen AG, Magna, Continental, T-Systems, Giesecke & Devrient, etc.

Dr. Kerstin Siakas
Kerstin Siakas, is an associate Professor at the department of Informatics of the Alexander Technological Educational Institute of Thessaloniki. She also has an extensive industrial experience in developing Information Systems on different levels in different countries. She has published extensively regarding her research in journals, book chapters and International refereed conferences. She acts as an active member of the EU Project Manager and Innovation Manager Job Role Committees and she is currently the project leader of the ECQA Valorisation Expert project (Oct 2011 – Sept 2013) and member of the ECQA Social Media Expert (Oct 2011 – Sept 2013) and the ECQA Certified Social Responsibility Manager projects (Jan 2011 – Dec 2012).

